
Fast Research

Suggestions from 
Dr. Tom Lifvendahl



Problem

How do you gather research 
information in a “compressed” class?

1. You use your time effectively by going to 
the Stritch Library with a topic.

2. You pre-search your subject on the 
Internet. (http://scholar.google.com/) or 
with http://library.stritch.edu

3. Review of the physical arrangement of 
the Library.

http://scholar.google.com/
http://library.stritch.edu/


The Process

1. Define where in the Library the information 
you seek is (www.stritch.edu).

2. Do a subject search on Topcat.
3. Find a specific book/periodical that you wish 

to read.
4. Define the Library of Congress (LC) 

number.
5. Go to the shelf area where this number is 

located.

http://www.stritch.edu/


Process cont’d

6. Pull the book, if the book is not present pull other 
books.

7. The other books could be just as useful…they 
have bibliographies.

8. Take all the marked books (chapters) or periodical 
articles to the copy machine.

9. Use your ID card (you have 400 copies each 
semester. You can also put copy money on it) to 
access the copier.

10. Copy the cover sheet and index with the 
article/chapter.



Process cont’d

11. Leave the book/article at the Library 
(do not reshelf).

12. Three hole punch the materials, put in 
a large binder by subject.

Advantage:
You end up with a collection 

of articles/chapters 
that you can 

use throughout your program.



Quality of Periodicals

Scholarly & Research Journals
In depth analysis of issues in a discipline
Refereed and peer reviewed
Qualified authors
Full footnoting and bibliographic indexing
Academically rigorous, university 
published



Periodicals cont’d

Professional, Trade and Industry 
Journals

High currency and relevancy to a given 
industry
Practitioner authors, jargon based
Some indexing
Commercial and non-profit publishers



Periodicals cont’d

Journals of Commentary & Opinion
Commentaries on social and political 
issues
Written for an educated audience
Authored by a wide range of people
Some citation and bibliographic 
referencing
Commercial and non-profit publishers



Periodicals cont’d

Newspapers
Current and local information of interest
Primary source of information on historic 
events
Written for a general audience
Journalists
Rare citations
Commercial publishers



Periodicals cont’d

Popular Magazines
Current events and short subject articles
Non-technical language
Journalists and free-lance writers
Rare citation
Commercial publishers



Elements of an Academic 
Research Article

Title and Author
Abstract - brief summary of article contents
Introduction - states reason for research and 
can include literature search
Methodology - description of research 
methods and analysis of data
Results - summarization of findings
Discussion - analysis of findings and 
recommendation for further research
References



Quality of Research
Time Article

Book Reference



Research Quality cont’d

Read the Book



Research Quality cont’d

Find the Original Research



Research Quality cont’d
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